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Title: C. difficile Algorithm Update

Test: C. difficile PCR

Explanation:

Positive C. difficile PCR tests will automatically have C. difficile toxin immunoassay testing performed.

The C. difficile PCR test identifies the presence of C difficile DNA (toxin B gene) but does not distinguish
between active infection and asymptomatic colonization. The toxin immunoassay identifies toxin production.
Using this test protocol to provide both the PCR and toxin results can help clinicians better distinguish between
active infection and asymptomatic colonization and may reduce unnecessary treatment of colonized patients.

To further ensure appropriate test utilization, inpatient providers will be required to fill out the following
questions when placing a C. difficile PCR order:
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Please consult an Infectious Diseases provider If you're unsure i tasting I1s appropriate

Please contact the Microbiology Lab at (607)274-4474 with any questions.
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